


Frequently Asked Questions (continued)

When will I get information about my host family? You will receive detailed information about your family prior to
departure.

Will there be teenagers in the family? In most cases, yes. If a family does not have teens at home, they will intro-
duce you to teens in their extended family or neighborhood. And since teens in these countries tend to do activities with
groups of friends more than one-to-one dating, you'll have opportunities to make friends outside your host family circle

too.

Will my family speak English? Maybe...but they know that you are coming to use and improve your foreign language
skills, so they'll encourage you to speak French!

But what will 1 DO all day? This is a common question, and of course the answer varies from family to family. Host
families go out of their way to welcome our students and make them feel at home and part of the family. A lot of your
day-to-day activities will be with friends (swimming, sports, shopping, lots of talking!), or family activities like meal prepa-
ration (still an important part of the day for most families) and family get-togethers. Many families also do some local
sightseeing.

What if 1 have a problem with my family? You'll have an experienced support network there to help. Bilingual local
coordinators are always available to answer questions or help with problems. We find that most homestay problems are
based on cultural or language misunderstandings that are easily solved with counseling. However if a situation appears
irreconcilable, the chaperone and local coordinator may seek a fresh start with a new host family. Our goal is to ensure a
rewarding homestay experience for every student and host family.

When should I book my flight? Do not book your flights until you have been officially accepted into the program.
Information about the arrival city and arrival/departure times will be included in your acceptance packet.

Will I get any orientation materials? Yes. In the spring you will receive a parent/student orientation packet with de-
tailed information about everything from packing and insurance to passports and culture shock.

Do | need to get a visa? US citizens do not need a visa. However, you are responsible for getting your own passport.
How much spending money should 1 bring? We recommend that you bring about $100 for each week of your stay.
What if 1 get sick? All students are covered by a comprehensive medical insurance policy. You will receive an insurance
booklet and claim form before departure. If you need to see a doctor or visit a hospital, take these along.

When are payments due? The first deposit of $250 is due with your initial application. An additional payment will be
due a month later with your completed application packet. You will receive a schedule of the remaining payments and
details of the cancellation policy in your application packet.

When is the final application deadline? The final application deadline for all summer programs is April 15th. However,
some programs fill earlier, and summer flights to Europe sell out quickly. We suggest applying as soon as possible, both
to insure your place in the program and to give yourself more time to prepare for the experience.

Who should not apply for this program? In order to assure a successful experience for students and for the host
families, students who are currently experiencing excessive behavior problems, drug or alcohol abuse, or eating disorders;
or students who have experienced these issues within the past year should not apply. Students who develop these prob-
lems prior to departure will not be allowed to participate.

Are there any scholarships? Unfortunately not. We are a non-profit organization and we try to keep our prices as low
as possible for all students. However we can send you some helpful information about fundraising; some students have
raised up to $2,000 using our fundraising suggestions!

Can 1 talk with students who have participated in your program? Of course! Please contact us at 503-274-1776
(in Portland),1-800-274-6007 or info@andeo.org. We will be happy to give you names and email addresses of previous
participants and their parents.
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